


Congratulations to Peter Rynkiewicz fromWelling in Kent.
Peter got all the answers right in the Buddy Holly quiz in the last
Thunderbolt. The answers were 1. ‘Real Wild Child’, 2. ‘Not
Fade Away’, 3. Bob Hope. Peter receives a signed copy of the
book ‘The A-Z of Buddy Holly and The Crickets’, written by
Alan Mann.

The December issues of Vintage Rock and Record
Collector both had articles on Joe. There was also a write-up on
him in The Sunday Times. Nothing we didn’t know already but
good to see our hero getting so much publicity. Everyone in my
local know about Joe Meek now, and so to does my local vicar!
Whilst reading Vintage Rock (10 times better than Record
Collector) I noticed that the Indian 78 rpm of Billy Fury’s ‘I’d
Never Find Another You’, has sold for over £1000.

A blue plaque was unveiled at The Ace Cafe in November
in honour of Screaming Lord Sutch. It was originally to have been
placed at his house in Harrow but the owners didn’t agree with this.
The event co-insided with what would have been Sutch’s 72nd birthday, and was also the annual
ton-up day. The plaque was unveiled by the Mayor of Brent, Councillor Michael Adeyeye and All
Party Parliamentary Motorcycle Group MP, Steven Pound. The plaque reads ‘Musician, Politician
and fund-raiser at the first Ace Cafe Reunion’ (this took place in 1994). My good friend, Colin
Pryce-Joneswas there and said it was slightly disappointing. There were no Savages present and no gig
in the evening. Colin told me The Rapiers had recently done a gig in Italy and the Manager of the club
was so pleased with the successful evening, he treated them all to a meal in an exclusive restaurant.
Whilst the other members of the group ordered expensive Italian dishes, Colin declared he didn’t eat
foreign food and ordered egg, chips and beans. The Manager of the club later joined them and seeing
Colin’s plate screamed ‘Mama Mia, what are you doing?’ Pryce-less.

Did you know that Jim Morrison, Robert Johnson, Janis Joplin,Amy Winehouse, Brian Jones, Jimi Hendrix and Kurt Cobain
all died at the age of 27? Did you also know that a 72 string guitar has been built in Japan? It is 12 guitars moulded into one and even Ritchie
Blackmore would be fretting to play this monster. They are selling at $90,000.

Whilst getting dressed the other day, I noticed that the shirt I was putting on was made in India (another said ‘made in the Far East’). I
was horrified to see that even my underpants were made in India, my jeans from Bangladesh and my slippers were manufactured in Vietnam.
The towel I was using came from Portugal and even my soap (Dove) came from Germany. Further inspection revealed my pillow came from Spain
and the pillow case from China. My boots were also made in China and my coat from Ireland. Unbelievable! Doesn't our country make anything
any more? Remember years ago when we had woollen-mills scattered all over Britain? But then we also had coal-mines, blacksmiths, coopers,
British Rail and all the other wonderful things long-since gone.

Nice to see some good old British comedy on our TV screens at Xmas - ‘Rising Damp’, ‘Fawlty Towers’, ‘Porridge’, The Tommy
Cooper Show and The Les Dawson Show (‘I went to the doctors the other day wearing nothing but cling film. The doctor looked at me and said
‘I can clearly see your nuts’). These are classic comedy programmes and although nearly 40 years old, are still hilarious, unlike todays loud,
vulgar and witless ‘comedians’. Talking of old TV programmes, Gold is showing ‘One Foot In The Grave’, Only Fools and Horses’, ‘Steptoe
and Son’ and ‘The Liver Birds’. ITV4 is showing Batman (Holy revival), ‘The Sweeney’, The Professionals, ‘Minder’ and ‘The Saint’.
Diversity channel is showing ‘Flash Gordon’, ‘The Beverley Hillbillies’, Dragnet’ and ‘The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’. Although the
latter was filmed in Britain, it was made for American TV only. They are also transmitting the first series of ‘The Lone Ranger’ (‘Hi oh
Silver, away’).

And whilst on the subject of TV, there was a good play over Xmas about Joyce Hatto. The pianist was married to William
Barrington-Coupe, who set up ‘Triumph’Records with Joe in 1960. Although their partnership was amiable at the beginning, Joe would later
come to hate him. His role was played by Meek look-a-like, Alfred Molina. There was also a documentary on TV about Chas and Dave, and
Chas spoke of his days with The Outlaws and RGM Sound. He was full of praise about Joe and clips of ‘Live It Up’ were shown, along with
photos of Joe and The Outlaws. There was also a clip of Chas when he was with the group Heads Hands and Feet, from ‘The Old Grey
Whistle Test’ in 1971. Chas also mentioned he was 3 years old when his father committed suicide.

As you can see below, I’ve received so much material from members that I haven’t had room to include my own articles. As annoying
as this is, I always like to let the readers have priority. Back to normal next issue, which will include a fascinating article by ‘Detective’Peters,
along with more of Joe’s unreleased groups, Newent Railway Station, Scopitone films and that elusive group, The Cameos.

Mark Newson
Feb. 3 2013
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JOE MEEK - AN AERIAL OF GENIUS, INNOVATION AND MEDIUMISTIC FREQUENCY
By Andrea Miles
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