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Michael James Cox, always known 
as Mike, was born in Liverpool on 19 
March 1940 the eldest of five 
children together with sisters Diana, 
Susan, Jenny and Barbara. 

At the age of 19, he had just 
left college and started work as a 
civil engineer.  Mike says: “I was a 
bathroom singer.  My sisters were 
watching Oh Boy! on TV and thought 
I could do better.  So they wrote to 
producer Jack Good, and he came 
straight back inviting me down to 
London.  I didn’t fancy asking for 
time off work, but the girls said ‘No 
problem, the audition’s on a Sunday!’ 

“When I arrived, there were 
all these singers and groups with 
their managers in camel coats and 

big cigars – I felt really lost.  They 
gradually called us up one by one, 
and then it was my turn.  I was 
pretty green… I marched up to Jack 
Good, who asked me ‘where’s your 
music?’… I said ‘what music?’… I 
didn’t realise that I needed music.  
Jack then informed me that the 
backing band would be unable to 
accompany me without any, so I told 
him it didn’t matter – I would sing 
anyway.”  I started with a couple of 
Pat Boone’s old hits, ‘April Love’ and 
‘Friendly Persuasion’.  I did about 
five numbers altogether, and Jack 
eventually asked me if I’d done much 
singing before.  He looked pretty 
shocked when told I’d only ever 
previously sung around the house 
and in the bath.”   

Oh Boy! (ABC TV), the first 
teenage all-music show, aired live 
from the Hackney Empire 13 
September 1958 to 30 May 1959.  
Mike made his first appearance in 
April 1959 singing Ricky Nelson’s 
“Never Be Anyone Else But You”.  A 
recording contract with Decca then 
followed, and the release of two 
singles: “Teenage Love” and “Too Hot 
to Handle”.  However, these are both 
listed as the B-sides of “Boy Meets 
Girl” and “Serious” by 
www.45cat.com despite Wikipedia 
and other reference sources – 
including Mike himself – saying 
otherwise!!  The show was replaced 
by Boy Meets Girl which ran 
between 12 September 1959 and 26 
February 1960, and during that time 
Mike become friendly with Marty 
Wilde who also appeared on it.   

http://www.45cat.com/


 
Marty returned from his 

honeymoon in the States with a copy 
of Johnny Ferguson’s “Angela Jones”.  
Mike tells us: “He played it, and 
asked what I thought… I of course 
said ‘fantastic, a hit’.  Marty looked 
at me and said ‘it’d suit you, wouldn’t 
it?... go on then, you do it’.  So I took 
it along to Jack Good, hoping to 
persuade him to let me record it, 
convinced I’d got my hands on a hit.”     

In fact, Decca decided not to 
renew Mike’s contract and it was 
suggested that he contact Joe Meek 
who had just set up a new label.  
Signed immediately to Triumph, 
Mike shortly afterwards recorded 
“Angela Jones” and “Don’t Want to 
Know” at I.B.C.  Released at the end 
of May 1960, and propelled by a 
memorable performance on Wham!, 
“Angela Jones” at once crashed into 
the Record Retailer chart at No. 20.  
Although shown as Side 2 on the 
label, Mike says that “this was just a 
printing cock-up”. 

Joe told Record and Show 
Mirror June 25 1960: “We call him 
our Golden Boy and the label has 
some very fixed ideas about following 
up this ‘Angela Jones’ success.  I’m 
planning an LP for him full of quiet 
swinging songs with perhaps a hint 

of country and western.  It’s the sort 
of thing that suits Michael.”  [Joe 
would never refer to him as Mike!] 

  
The picture above appeared under 
the heading SMILES OF TRIUMPH 
and captioned: Joe Meek, Michael 
Cox and the enterprising exploitation 
guy Frank Kelly. 

 

 
Triumph’s fledgling pressing 

and distribution facilities were 
unable to cope with demand, 
especially when the record jumped 
up to No. 7.  By now it had sold 
around a quarter of a million copies, 
and could have done better – even, as 
predicted, reaching the top spot. 



Late in the day Joe was forced 
to make a deal with Ember, another 
newly-established record company.  
They were contracted to both press 
Triumph copies (this is the 3-prong 
push-out centre) and also distribute 
an export issue on the Ember label.  
However, by now, people were 
buying the original Johnny Ferguson 
version and demand for Mike’s had 
largely diminished. 

Although a director and 
shareholder of Triumph, Joe upped 
and quit at the end of July.  He took 
with him the bulk of their artists 
(including Michael Cox who had been 
signed to him personally) and 
transferred them to Top Rank.  
Before Mike’s follow-up – “Along 
Came Caroline”, which he co-wrote 
under the name Michael Steel – 
could be released by Top Rank, they 
were taken over by EMI with the 
result that the singer found himself 
on His Master’s Voice instead – 
technically, his fourth label!!  It 
reached a disappointing No. 41, and 
would be his final hit in this country 
despite continuing to make a number 
of excellent records under Joe’s 
direction. 

Mike successfully toured 
Denmark and Sweden.  He appeared 
on Sveriges TVs Drop In 1 December 
1963 singing “Stand Up” and “I’ve 
Been Thinking” live – also speaking 
a few words of Swedish to the 
appreciative audience: “Tack så 
mycket [and] god afton." ("Thanks so 
much and good evening.").  The 
complete half-hour show can be seen 
on YouTube. 

Although there are claims of a 
couple (or more) No. 1s in Sweden, 
the Swedish chart Kvallstoppen, 
which started on 10 July 1962, only 
lists one: “Stand Up” – 4 weeks from 
29 January 1963.  “Where Are They 
Now???” Thunderbolt No. 26 1999 
erroneously states that “Sweet Little 
Sixteen” also topped the Swedish 
charts; and the booklet notes for 
Angela Jones CD (Zircon 1999) 
informs us “I’ve Been Thinking” went 
to No. 1 in Sweden.  Neither of these, 
however, appears to be correct!!  
Confirmation can be obtained from 
http://www.swedishcharts.com/forum.as
p?todo=viewthread&id=14157  
 The EP In Sweden: Michael 
Cox has two tracks – “I’ve Been 
Thinking” and “In This Lonesome 
Old House” – that did not make an 
appearance in the UK until 1993 and 
1999 respectively.  The printed 
handwriting on the back of the sleeve 
reads: Whilst I was in London I was 
thinking about the wonderful time I 
had in Sweden in Summer  The 
Svenska Pojkar och Flickar were 
very kind to me whilst I was here, so 
we decided to release this record of 
"I'VE BEEN THINKING" especially 
for Sweden.  This record has not 
been released in England yet, so I 
sincerely hope, that you will like it, 
as it is just for YOU.  Tack så 
mycket,  Michael Cox   

Sweden subsequently put out 
a 45 with two further exclusive 
tracks: “I’m Going to Love My Life 
Away” b/w “Just a Gentle Word” – 
but only a fragment of the former is 
on the UK Angela Jones CD. 

http://www.swedishcharts.com/forum.asp?todo=viewthread&id=14157
http://www.swedishcharts.com/forum.asp?todo=viewthread&id=14157


Mike and Joe fell out over the 
1965 release of “Gypsy”.  He had 
been “knocked out” with the original 
track, but Joe could not leave it alone 
and added some overdubbing, 
speeded it up and accentuated the 
rhythm.  When Mike heard what had 
been done, he threw a wobbler and 
disassociated himself with the 
finished product, refusing point-
blank ever to work with Joe Meek 
again!  He then signed to Parlophone 
and recorded a Mitch Murray song, 
“I Hate Getting Up in the Morning”.  
Italian-language versions of this and 
the B-side, “Love ‘Em and Leave 
‘Em”, were also cut for that market. 

 
Acetates exist of an 

unreleased track from Freejam 

Prods, “To Make My Life Beautiful”.  
The Pye one sold in December 2012 
for £23, whilst the other fetched £20 
in May 2014.  They would appear to 
date from around 1975 when “Come 
a Little Bit Closer” b/w “Living on 
the Road” was released under the 
name of Michael James on Pye’s 
DJM Records, produced by Freejam 
Production / Alan Caddy. 
 Looking back at his recording 
career, Mike was with a considerable 
number of labels: (as Michael Cox) 
Decca, Triumph / Ember, [Top 
Rank], His Master’s Voice, 
Parlophone, (as Michael James) 
Philips, DJM Records, and Power 
Exchange. 
 He began working on cruise 
ships towards the end of the 1970s, 
and in 1981 met New-Zealand born 
Tricia – a croupier.  She became his 
wife, and they set up home in 
Takapoona, New Zealand.  Their son, 
Daniel, is named after best man 
Danny Rivers. 
 An 11-track CD, Along Came 
Caroline, has recently been released 
by Hallmark. 

 
Michael Cox in 2011 



UK RELEASES 
 

 

 
TEENAGE LOVE // BOY MEETS 
GIRL 

DECCA F.11166 10” 78rpm / 
45-F 11166 OCTOBER 1959 

 

 
TOO HOT TO HANDLE // SERIOUS 

DECCA 45-F 11182 
DECEMBER 1959 

 
DON’T WANT TO KNOW // 
ANGELA JONES 

TRIUMPH RGM 1011 
MAY 1960  

PRESSINGS: 4-PRONG 
PUSH-OUT CENTRE / 
EMBER CONTRACT 3-
PRONG; “ANGELA 
JONES” WAS THE 
DESIGNATED A-SIDE 
DESPITE LABEL 
INDICATING SIDE 2 

 

 
ANGELA JONES // DON’T WANT 
TO KNOW 
 EMBER EMB S103 

AUGUST 1960 
EXPORT ISSUE – 
WITH SAME MATRIX 
NUMBER AS 
TRIUMPH ISSUE 

http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-teenage-love-decca.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-too-hot-to-handle-decca.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-dont-want-to-know-triumph.jpg


 
ALONG CAME CAROLINE // 
LONELY ROAD 

HIS MASTER’S VOICE 
45-POP 789 
SEPTEMBER 1960 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TEENAGE LOVE // LINDA 

HIS MASTER’S VOICE 45-
POP 830 JANUARY 1961 

A-SIDE “AND THE 
HUNTERS” – 
DIFFERENT 
RECORDING TO 
DECCA RELEASE / B-
SIDE “AND THE DAVE 
LEE GROUP”  

 
SWEET LITTLE SIXTEEN // 
COVER GIRL 
 HIS MASTER’S VOICE 

45-POP 905 AUGUST 1961 

 
YOUNG ONLY ONCE // HONEY, 
‘CAUSE I LOVE YOU 
 HIS MASTER’S VOICE 

45-POP 972 JANUARY 1962 

 
STAND UP // IN APRIL 
 HIS MASTER’S VOICE 

45-POP 1065 
SEPTEMBER 1962 

http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-along-came-caroline-1960-4.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-and-the-hunters-teenage-love-1961-2.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-sweet-little-sixteen-his-masters-voice.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-young-only-once-his-masters-voice.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-stand-up-1962.jpg


 
DON’T YOU BREAK MY HEART // 
HARK, IS THAT A CANON I HEAR 
 HIS MASTER’S VOICE 

POP 1137 22 MARCH 1963 
 

 
GEE WHAT A PARTY // SAY THAT 
AGAIN 
 HIS MASTER’S VOICE 

POP 1220 OCTOBER 1963 
A-SIDE “WITH VOCAL 
ACCOMPANIMENT 
BY THE FLETCHERS” 

 

 

 
RAVE ON // JUST SAY HELLO 
 HIS MASTER’S VOICE 

POP 1293 8 MAY 1964 

 
GYPSY // IT AIN’T RIGHT 
 HIS MASTER’S VOICE 
 POP 1417 APRIL 1965 

 
I HATE GETTING UP IN THE 
MORNING // LOVE ‘EM AND 
LEAVE ‘EM 
 PARLOPHONE R 5436 
 APRIL 1966 

http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-gee-what-a-party-his-masters-voice-2.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-rave-on-his-masters-voice-2.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-gypsy-his-masters-voice.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-i-hate-getting-up-in-the-morning-parlophone.jpg


 
I’LL ALWAYS LOVE YOU // YOU 
NEVER CAN TELL 
 PARLOPHONE R 5580 
 10 MARCH 1967 

 
MICHAEL JAMES  RACHEL // 
LIVING ON THE ROAD 
 PHILIPS 6006 024 

5 JUNE 1970 

 
MICHAEL JAMES  COME A 
LITTLE BIT CLOSER // LIVING ON 
THE ROAD 

 DJM RECORDS DJS.404 
 22 AUGUST 1975 

B-SIDE IS A 
DIFFERENT 
RECORDING TO THE 
PHILIPS  ONE 

 

 
MICHAEL JAMES  TWILIGHT 
TIME // GOOD OL’ COUNTRY 
MUSIC 
 POWER EXCHANGE PX 228 
 27 AUGUST 1976 

 
AS THERE IS 
DOUBT THAT 
THIS FRENCH 
MANUFACTURED 
MICHAEL JAMES 
1986 RELEASE 

ON PJO  ABR 002 IS ACTUALLY 
BY MICHAEL JAMES COX, IT IS 
NOT BEING LISTED 

http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-ill-always-love-you-parlophone.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-james-rachel-philips.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-james-come-a-little-bit-closer-djm.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-james-twilight-time-power-exchange.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-james-twilight-time-1976.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-james-web-of-love-pjo.jpg


 
THE JOE MEEK STORY / VOLUME 
4 / THE BEST OF MICHAEL COX 
CD 
ANGELA JONES / ALONG CAME 
CAROLINE / LONELY ROAD / 
TEENAGE LOVE / LINDA / SWEET 
LITTLE SIXTEEN / COVER GIRL / 
YOUNG ONLY ONCE / HONEY 
‘CAUSE I LOVE YOU / STAND UP / 
IN APRIL / DON’T YOU BREAK MY 
HEART / HARK, IS THAT A 
CANNON I HEAR / I’VE BEEN 
THINKING / GEE WHAT A PARTY 
/ SAY THAT AGAIN / RAVE ON / 
JUST SAY HELLO / GYPSY / IT 
AIN’T RIGHT 

SEQUEL RECORDS 
NEX CD 243 1993 

FIRST APPEARANCE 
ON CD OF ALL 
TRACKS INCLUDING 

FIRST UK 
RELEASE 
OF “I’VE 
BEEN 
THINKING” 

 

 
RGM RARITIES / VOL. 1 / THE R 
’N’ R ERA CD 
MICHAEL COX DON’T WANT TO 
KNOW / IN THIS LONESOME OLD 
HOUSE 

DIAMOND RECORDINGS 
GEMCD 012 1997  

FIRST UK RELEASE 
OF “IN THIS 
LONESOME OLD 
HOUSE” 

 
 
 

 
JOE MEEK HIDDEN GEMS CD 
MICHAEL COX I CAN’T MAKE UP 
MY MIND / FUNNY MAN 

DIAMOND RECORDINGS 
GEMCD 022 1998 

FIRST RELEASE OF 
THESE TRACKS 



 
ANGELA JONES CD 
TOO HOT TO HANDLE / ANGELA 
JONES / DON’T WANT TO KNOW / 
ALONG CAME CAROLINE / 
LONELY ROAD / TEENAGE LOVE 
/ LINDA / SWEET LITTLE 
SIXTEEN / COVER GIRL / YOUNG 
ONLY ONCE / HONEY CAUSE I 
LOVE YOU / STAND UP / IN APRIL 
/ DON’T YOU BREAK MY HEART / 
HARK, IS THAT A CANNON I 
HEAR? / I’VE BEEN THINKING / 
IN THIS LONESOME OLD HOUSE 
/ GEE WHAT A PARTY / SAY THAT 
AGAIN / (I WANNA) LOVE MY 
LIFE AWAY / RAVE ON / GYPSY / I 
HATE GETTING UP IN THE 
MORNING / FOR ALL TIME / 
JOHNNY B GOODE 
 ZIRCON ZIRC 1005 1999 

FIRST APPEARANCE 
ON CD OF “TOO HOT 
TO HANDLE”, “I HATE 
GETTING UP IN THE 
MORNING”; FIRST UK 
RELEASE OF “(I 
WANNA) LOVE MY 
LIFE AWAY” – 1:19 
FRAGMENT ONLY; 
FIRST RELEASE OF 

“FOR ALL TIME”, 
“JOHNNY B GOODE” 

 

 
TRIUMPH RECORDS / HISTORY 
OF A LABEL CD 
MICHAEL COX ANGELA JONES / 
DON’T WANT TO KNOW 

DIAMOND RECORDINGS 
GEMCD 029 1999 

 

 

 

http://www.45cat.com/


JOE MEEK / THE ALCHEMIST OF 
POP / HOME MADE HITS & 
RARITIES 1959-1966 2-CD SET 
DISC 1: MICHAEL COX ANGELA 
JONES / STAND UP 

CASTLE MUSIC CMEDD 496 
2002 

 

 

 
JOE MEEK / PORTRAIT OF A 
GENIUS / THE RGM LEGACY 4-CD 
BOX SET 
DISC TWO: THE CLASSIC RGM 
SOUND, 1960-62 
MICHAEL COX ANGELA JONES / 
SWEET LITTLE SIXTEEN 

CASTLE MUSIC 
CMXBX783/4 2005 

 
RITCHIE BLACKMORE / GET 
AWAY / GROUPS & SESSIONS 2-
CD SET 
CD 1: MICHAEL COX I’VE BEEN 
THINKING / IN THIS LONESOME 
OLD HOUSE 

CASTLE MUSIC 
CMEDD 1029 2005 

 
 
 

 
THEY WERE WRONG! / JOE’S 
BOYS / VOLUME ONE 2-CD SET 
DISC ONE: MICHAEL COX 
TEENAGE LOVE // DISC TWO: 
FOR ALL TIME 

CASTLE MUSIC 
CMQDD1457 2007 

“FOR ALL TIME” IS 
MISSING ECHOEY “1-
2-3-4” START  



 
SAY WHEN / EMBER SIXTIES POP 
/ VOLUME 1 1960 - 1961 CD 
MICHAEL COX ANGELA JONES / 
DON’T WANT TO KNOW 

FANTASTIC VOYAGE 
FVCD044 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JOE MEEK / TELSTAR 
ANTHOLOGY 3-CD DIGIPAK 
DISC 1: MICHAEL COX HONEY 
‘CASE I LOVE YOU // DISC 2: 
STAND UP // DISC 3: ANGELA 
JONES / DON’T WANT TO KNOW 

NOT NOW MUSIC 
NOT3CD098 2012 

 
THE JOE MEEK STORY 2-CD SET 
DISC 1: MICHAEL COX SWEET 
LITTLE SIXTEEN / ANGELA 
JONES // DISC 2: ALONG CAME 
CAROLINE / DON’T WANT TO 
KNOW 

NOT NOW MUSIC 
NOT2CD435 2012 

 
 
 

 
JOE MEEK / TWANGY GUITARS, 
REVERB AND HEAVENLY 
CHOIRS: THE RGM SOUND 2-CD 
SET 
DISC 2: MICHAEL COX ANGELA 
JONES / ALONG CAME CAROLINE 
/ TEENAGE LOVE / SWEET 
LITTLE SIXTEEN 
 JASMINE RECORDS 

JASCD 726 2013 



 
THE BEST OF DREAMBOATS & 
PETTICOATS 3-CD DIGIPAK 
DISC ONE: MICHAEL COX 
ANGELA JONES 

UNIVERSAL MUSIC 5355376 
2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JOE MEEK / LONE RIDER: 
MAXIMUM POP / THE 1958-1962 
PRODUCTIONS CD 
MICHAEL COX HONEY ‘CAUSE I 
LOVE YOU / STAND UP 
 HOO DOO RECORDS 263476 
  2014 

 
LIVERPOOL SOUNDS 3-CD BOX 
SET 
CD ONE: MICHAEL COX ANGELA 
JONES; CD THREE: SWEET 
LITTLE SIXTEEN 
 FANTASTIC VOYAGE 
 FVCD222 2015   

 
 
 
 

 
ALONG CAME CAROLINE CD 
ANGELA JONES / ALONG CAME 
CAROLINE / LONELY ROAD / 
TEENAGE LOVE / LINDA / SWEET 
LITTLE SIXTEEN / COVER GIRL / 
YOUNG ONLY ONCE / HONEY 
‘CAUSE I LOVE YOU / STAND UP / 
IN APRIL 
 HALLMARK 716212 

18 MARCH 2016 



OVERSEAS RELEASES 
 

 
TOO HOT TO HANDLE // SERIOUS 
NEW ZEALAND: DECCA DEC.209  

1960 
 

 
ANGELA JONES // DON’T WANT 
TO KNOW 
DENMARK: LIFE RECORDS 

NP 6000 1960 
 RED VINYL 

 

 

ANGELA JONES // DON’T WANT 
TO KNOW (NON VOGLIO SAPERE) 
ITALY: DURIUM MARCHE  

ESTERE DE 222 1960 
LICENSED FROM 
EMBER 

 
 
 
 

 
ANGELA JONES // DON’T WANT 
TO KNOW 
NORWAY: SONET T-8085 1960 

 
 
 
 

 
ANGELA JONES // DON’T WANT 
TO KNOW 
SOUTH AFRICA: METEOR PR 147  

1960 10” 78rpm 

http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-too-hot-to-handle-decca-2.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-angela-jones-1960-6.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-angela-jones-durium-marche-estere.jpg


 

 
ANGELA JONES // DON’T WANT 
TO KNOW 
SWEDEN: GAZELL C 117 1960 
 PICTURE SLEEVE 
  BLUE VINYL 

 
 

 
PAUL RAVEN WALK ON BOY // 
MICHAEL COX COVER GIRL 
JAPAN: ANGEL RECORDS 

HM-1129 [1961] 

PICTURE INSERT / 
COMPANY SLEEVE 
 RED VINYL 

 
 
 
 
 

 
STAND UP // IN APRIL 
DENMARK: HIS MASTER’S VOICE  

POP 1065 1962 
 PICTURE SLEEVE 

 
 
 
 
 

 
4 HITS EP 
MICHAEL COX DON’T WANT TO 
KNOW 
SWEDEN: GAZELL GEX-600 1962 
 PICTURE SLEEVE 



 
STAND UP // IN APRIL 
SWEDEN: HIS MASTER’S VOICE  

POP 1065 JANUARY 1963 
PICTURE SLEEVE 

4 WEEKS AT No. 1 
FROM 29 JANUARY 
1963 

 

 
DON’T YOU BREAK MY HEART // 
HARK, IS THAT A CANNON I 
HEAR 
SWEDEN: HIS MASTER’S VOICE  

POP 1137 1963 
PICTURE SLEEVE 

 
GEE WHAT A PARTY // SAY THAT 
AGAIN 
SWEDEN: HIS MASTER’S VOICE  

POP 1220 1963 
PICTURE SLEEVE 

 
 
 
 

  
HONEY, ‘CAUSE I LOVE YOU // 
SWEET LITTLE SIXTEEN 
SWEDEN: HIS MASTER’S VOICE 

X 8639 1963 
PICTURE SLEEVE 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-honey-cause-i-love-you-his-masters-voice-2.jpg


 
IN SWEDEN: MICHAEL COX EP 
GEE WHAT A PARTY / SAY THAT 
AGAIN // I’VE BEEN THINKING / 
LONESOME OLD HOUSE 
SWEDEN: HIS MASTER’S VOICE  

7-EGS 296 DECEMBER 1963 
“I’VE BEEN 
THINKING” / 
“LONESOME OLD 
HOUSE” NOT 
RELEASED IN UK 
UNTIL 1993 / 1999 

 

 
I’VE BEEN THINKING // GEE 
WHAT A PARTY 
SWEDEN: HIS MASTER’S VOICE  

X 8644 1963 
PICTURE SLEEVE 

PLUG TRACK ON 
ABOVE EP RELEASED 
AS A SINGLE 

 
RAVE ON // JUST SAY HELLO 
SWEDEN: HIS MASTER’S VOICE  

POP 1293 JUNE 1964 
PICTURE SLEEVE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I’M GOING TO LOVE MY LIFE 
AWAY // JUST A GENTLE WORD 
SWEDEN: HIS MASTER’S VOICE 

X 8654 DECEMBER 1964 
PICTURE SLEEVE 

SWEDISH-ONLY 
RELEASE – 1:19 
FRAGMENT OF A-
SIDE ON 1999 UK CD 
ANGELA JONES 

http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-gee-what-a-party-his-masters-voice.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-im-going-to-love-my-life-away-his-masters-voice.jpg


 
…SE PENSO A TE (I HATE 
GETTING UP IN THE MORNING) // 
AMALE E LASCIALE (LOVE ‘EM 
AND LEAVE ‘EM) 
ITALY: PARLOPHON 

QMSP 16401 1966 
PICTURE SLEEVE 

ITALIAN-LANGUAGE 
VERSIONS 

 

 
I HATE GETTING UP IN THE 
MORNING // LOVE ‘EM AND 
LEAVE ‘EM 
SWEDEN: PARLOPHONE R 5436  

1966 PICTURE SLEEVE 

 
A CERTAIN GIRL // YOU NEVER 
CAN TELL 
SWEDEN: PARLOPHONE SD 6007 
 1967 PICTURE SLEEVE 

A-SIDE NOT 
RELEASED IN UK 

 
 
 

 
GREATEST HITS 7 EP 
MICHAEL COX STAND UP 
SWEDEN: COLUMBIA SEGS 158  

1968 PICTURE SLEEVE 

 
 

http://images.45cat.com/michael-cox-se-penso-a-te-i-hate-getting-up-in-the-morning-parlophon.jpg
http://images.45cat.com/various-artists-tell-laura-i-love-her-columbia.jpg


 
OPOPOPPA LP 
MICHAEL COX / LARS 
SAMUELSSONS DYNAMIC BRASS 
THINGS 
SWEDEN: SVERIGES RADIO 

RELP 1065 1968 
CHARITY LP 
RECORDED LIVE IN 
STOCKHOLM, 
SUMMER 1968 – 
MICHAEL COX AND 
OTHER ARTISTS’ 
CONTRIBITIONS 
UNIQUE TO THIS 
RELEASE  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
SWEET LITTLE SIXTEEN LP 
SWEET LITTLE SIXTEEN / TOO 
HOT TO HANDLE / LONELY ROAD 
/ HONEY, ‘CAUSE I LOVE YOU / 
I’VE BEEN THINKING / RAVE ON / 
STAND UP / LONESOME OLD 
HOUSE / ANGELA JONES / 
TEENAGE LOVE // GEE WHAT A 
PARTY / SAY THAT AGAIN / I 
HATE GETTING UP IN THE 
MORNING / IT AIN’T RIGHT / 
COVER GIRL / LINDA / LOVE ‘EM 
AND LEAVE ‘EM / JUST SAY 
HELLO / DON’T WANT TO KNOW / 
IN APRIL 
ITALY: COMBO XEA 20100 

[NOT DATED – 1970s] 
COMPILATION OF 
DECCA, TRIUMPH, 
HIS MASTER’S VOICE, 
AND PARLOPHONE A- 
& B-SIDES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE JOE MEEK STORY / VOLUME 
1: 1960 CD 
MICHAEL COX ANGELA JONES / 
DON’T WANT TO KNOW 
GERMANY: TRIUMPH / LINE  

MUSIC GMBH TRCD 9.01081 
1991 

 
 
 
 
 

 
THE JOE MEEK STORY / VOLUME 
2: 1960 - 61 CD 
MICHAEL COX ALONG CAME 
CAROLINE / (& THE HUNTERS) 
TEENAGE LOVE / SWEET LITTLE 
SIXTEEN 
GERMANY: TRIUMPH / LINE  

MUSIC GMBH TRCD 9.01082 
1991 

 
THE MUSICAL ADVENTURES OF 
JOE MEEK CD 
MICHAEL COX ANGELA JONES 
NETHERLANDS: KENWEST   

MUSIC KNEWCD 746 
AUGUST 1994 

 
 
 

 

 
RITCHIE BLACKMORE / TAKE IT! 
/ SESSIONS 63/68 CD 
MICHAEL COX I’VE BEEN 
THINKING 
USA: RPM CLP 0257-2 1998 

LIMITED EDITION 
GOLD DISC 

PREVIOUSLY 
ISSUED IN UK 
ON RPM 120 
1994 



 
 

 
MICHAEL COX STAND UP / I’VE 
BEEN THINKING [LIVE 
VERSIONS] 
SWEDEN: DROP IN 

1 DECEMBER 1963 
AVAILABLE ON 
BOOTLEG RELEASES   

 
 

 

 

 
ON THE STREETS OF 

STOCKHOLM, 1963 
 
 



BOOTLEGS 
 

 
JOE MEEK / PORTRAIT OF A 
GENIUS LP 
MICHAEL COX STAND UP 
EUROPE [NO COUNTRY  

SPECIFIED]: MR. SUIT 
RECORDS SUITABLE 1304 
SEPTEMBER 2013 

 
 
 
 

 

 
THE BEATLES IN SWEDEN 1963 – 
1964 2-CD/2-DVD SET 
DVD DISC TWO: MICHAEL COX 
STAND UP / I’VE BEEN THINKING 
JAPAN: MISTERCLAUDEL mccd –  

466/467/468/469 2015 
 
 
 

 

 
DROP IN 1963-1965 DVD 
MICHAEL COX STAND UP / I’VE 
BEEN THINKING 
[COUNTRY OF ORIGIN NOT 
KNOWN]: THE VIDEO BEAT! 2015 
 
BOTH OF THESE HAVE FOOTAGE 
FROM DROP IN 1 DECEMBER 
1963 



MICHAEL COX 
ALPHABETICAL 

LIST OF COMPLETE 
CATALOGUE OF 

RECORDINGS 
 

FIRST APPEARANCE / 
UNRELEASED  

 
ALONG CAME CAROLINE 
45 (A-SIDE) 
 
AMALE E LASCIALE (LOVE ‘EM 
AND LEAVE ‘EM) 
ITALY: 45 (B-SIDE) ITALIAN-LANGUAGE 
VERSION 
 
ANGELA JONES 
45 (A-SIDE) ALTHOUGH TRIUMPH 
LABEL STATES “SIDE 2” 
 
BOY MEETS GIRL 
78/45 (B-SIDE) ALTHOUGH SOME 
SOURCES GIVES A-SIDE 
 
COME A LITTLE BIT CLOSER 
MICHAEL JAMES 45 (A-SIDE) 
 
COVER GIRL 
45 (B-SIDE) 
 
DON’T WANT TO KNOW 
45 (B-SIDE) ALTHOUGH TRIUMPH 
LABEL STATES “SIDE 1” 
 
DON’T YOU BREAK MY HEART 
45 (A-SIDE) 
 
DON’T YOU BREAK MY HEART 
FRAGMENT OF ALTERNATE VERSION 
WITHOUT OVERDUBS UNRELEASED 

FOR ALL TIME 
ANGELA JONES CD; THEY WERE 
WRONG! / JOE’S BOYS / VOLUME ONE 
MISSING ECHOEY “1-2-3-4” START  

 
FUNNY MAN 
JOE MEEK HIDDEN GEMS CD 

 
GEE WHAT A PARTY 
45 (A-SIDE) 

 
GOOD ‘OL COUNTRY MUSIC 
MICHAEL JAMES 45 (B-SIDE) 

 
GYPSY 
45 (A-SIDE) 

 
HARK, IS THAT A CANON I HEAR 
45 (B-SIDE) 

 
HONEY, ‘CAUSE I LOVE YOU 
45 (B-SIDE) 

 
I CAN’T MAKE UP MY MIND 
JOE MEEK HIDDEN GEMS CD 

 
I HATE GETTING UP IN THE 
MORNING 
45 (A-SIDE) 

 
I’LL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
45 (A-SIDE) 

 
I’M GOING TO LOVE MY LIFE 
AWAY aka (I WANNA) LOVE MY 
LIFE AWAY 
SWEDEN: 45 (A-SIDE); ANGELA JONES 
CD – 1:19 FRAGMENT ONLY 

 
IN APRIL 
45 (B-SIDE) 



IT AIN’T RIGHT 
45 (B-SIDE) 

 
I’VE BEEN THINKING 
SWEDEN: IN SWEDEN: MICHAEL COX 
EP; THE JOE MEEK STORY / VOLUME 4 / 
THE BEST OF MICHAEL COX CD 

 
I’VE BEEN THINKING [LIVE] 
SWEDEN: DROP IN 1 DECEMBER 1963 – 
PRECEDED BY AN ENGLISH / SWEDISH 
INTRODUCTION 

 
JOHNNY B GOODE 
ANGELA JONES CD 

 
JUST A GENTLE WORD 
SWEDEN: 45 (B-SIDE) 

 
JUST SAY HELLO 
45 (B-SIDE) 

 
LINDA 
45 (B-SIDE); ONE CHANNEL VOCAL 
WITH FEINT BACKING TRACK AND 
STUDIO CHAT AT END UNRELEASED 
 
LIVING ON THE ROAD 
MICHAEL JAMES 45 (B-SIDE – PHILIPS) 
 
LIVING ON THE ROAD 
MICHAEL JAMES 45 (B-SIDE – DJM 
RECORDS)  
 
LONELY ROAD 
45 (B-SIDE) 
 
LONESOME OLD HOUSE aka IN 
THIS LONESOME OLD HOUSE 
SWEDEN: IN SWEDEN: MICHAEL COX 
EP; RGM RARITIES / VOL. 1 / THE R ‘N’ R 
ERA CD 

LOVE ‘EM AND LEAVE ‘EM 
45 (B-SIDE) 
 
MICHAEL COX GETS HIS FIRST 
BREAK [3:09] 
RECORDED 2011  
 
PUT YOUR ARMS AROUND ME 
BABY 
FRAGMENTS UNRELEASED 
 
RACHEL 
MICHAEL JAMES 45 (A-SIDE) 
 
RAVE ON 
45 (A-SIDE) 
 
SAY THAT AGAIN 
45 (B-SIDE) 
 
…SE PENSO A TE (I HATE 
GETTING UP IN THE MORNING) 
ITALY: 45 (A-SIDE) ITALIAN-LANGUAGE 
VERSION 
 
SERIOUS 
45 (B-SIDE) ALTHOUGH SOME SOURCES 
GIVES A-SIDE 
 
STAIRWAY TO THE STARS 
0:29 FRAGMENT UNRELEASED 
 
STAND UP 
45 (A-SIDE) 
 
STAND UP [LIVE] 
SWEDEN: DROP IN 1 DECEMBER 1963 
 
SWEET LITTLE SIXTEEN 
45 (A-SIDE) 
 
TEENAGE LOVE 
78/45 (A-SIDE – DECCA) ALTHOUGH 
SOME SOURCES GIVES B-SIDE 



TEENAGE LOVE 
45 (A-SIDE – HIS MASTER’S VOICE) 
 
THEY CAN’T TAKE THAT AWAY 
FROM ME 
ACETATE UNRELEASED 
 
THINGS [LIVE] 
SWEDEN: OPOPOPPA LP 
 
TO MAKE MY LIFE BEAUTIFUL 
ACETETE c1975 UNRELEASED  
 
TOO HOT TO HANDLE 
45 (A-SIDE) ALTHOUGH SOME SOURCES 
GIVES B-SIDE 
 
TWILIGHT TIME 
MICHAEL JAMES 45 (A-SIDE) 
 
YOU NEVER CAN TELL 
45 (B-SIDE) 
 
YOUNG ONLY ONCE 
45 (A-SIDE) 
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I especially wish to thank Craig 
Newton for his assistance in both 
providing me with a list of 
unreleased tracks and checking my 
draft. 
 
The following were also utilized: 
Discogs 
eBay, UK 
45cat.com 
Google Images 
Popsike 
Swedish Charts 
Tradera, Sweden 
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THE HONEYCOMBS 
NEWSLETTER 

 
Now part of the family of 
Joe Meek and Beyond 
Digital Publications, The 
Honeycombs Newsletter 
provide fans with all the 
latest about the group – 
past and present.  Founder 
and original member 
Martin Murray actively 
supports the fanzine with 
many exclusives. 

Contact Paul R. Moy 
(see top of second page for 
email address) to be added 
to the mailing list. 

 

 



ANGELA JONES 
 

 
JOHNNY FERGUSON 
USA: MGM K12855 

DECEMBER 1959 
ORIGINAL VERSION 

 

 
BOBBY STEVENS  
UK: EMBASSY 45-WB 404 

JULY 1960 
WOOLWORTH’S 
COVER 

 

 

OWEN GRIFFITHS WITH THE 
ROCKETTES 
NEW ZEALAND: ZODIAC Z45 1046 
 1960 

 
 

 
OLLE BERGMAN 
SWEDEN: METRONOME 

MEP 9046 1960 
PICTURE SLEEVE – 
TUTTI FRUTTI EP 

SWEDISH-
LANGUAGE 
VERSION 

 
 

 
JOHN D. LOUDERMILK 
USA: RCA VICTOR 47-8101 
 OCTOBER 1962 
  PICTURE SLEEVE 

SONG’S 
COMPOSER 

http://images.45cat.com/johnny-ferguson-angela-jones-1960-4.jpg
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JOHNNY 
FERGUSON 

 
 

John Lambeth Ferguson III was born 
in Nashville, Tennessee on 22 March 
1937, the son of John Ferguson II 
and Violet Ferguson. 
 He graduated from Hillsboro 
High School and attended Peabody 
College for a year.  Whilst at the 
former, he worked part time as a disc 
jockey for WNAH, WAGG and WSM-
TV in Tennessee and WJAT in 
Georgia. 

As a writer, John managed to 
have a couple of songs recorded by 
country acts Judy Lynn and Pat 
Kelly.  He also cut his own “Sad Sad 
Day” and “Candy Love” under the 
name Johnny Ferg for Decca.  It was 
a demo of one of these that 
persuaded Arnold Maxin, managing 
director of MGM, to sign him. 

Their first single was 
unsuccessful.  “Angela Jones” then 
reached No. 27 in the Billboard chart 
– faring better over here with Melody 
Maker’s No. 19 despite Michael Cox’s 
Top 10 cover.  John’s next two 

records disappeared without a trace, 
and he joined the ranks of having 
been a one-hit-wonder.  Finally: 
Sugar Hill released a 45 in 1970, as 
by John Ferguson, of his 
compositions “The Ballad of Atlanta” 
and “Dying in the Living Room”. 

 
He passed away on 22 July 

2015 at TriStar Southern Hills 
Medical Center, Nashville.  
Throughout his life he loved to play 
the guitar and sing, and was singing 
right up to the end.  He is survived 
by his wife Judy; two daughters, 
Bonnie Douglas (Gary), Meredith 
Rhodes (Rob); a son, John Ferguson 
IV (Lori); four grandchildren; two 
great grandchildren; sister, Alice 
Lohman; and brother, Oliver W. 
“Boots” Ferguson. He also had a 
bonus daughter, Kit Doughtie, and 
one bonus grandson.  John’s parents 
and a brother, Franklin, had 
predeceased him.   

The funeral home’s guest book 
has an entry which reads: “John was 
a very special person, a true musical 
artist, blessed with a beautiful voice 
and kind gentle spirit.” 



DISCOGRAPHY 
 
 
 
 

 

 
JOHNNY FERG  SAD SAD DAY // 
CANDY LOVE 
USA: DECCA 9-30572 

FEBRUARY 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JOHNNY FERGUSON  LAST DATE 
// ‘TIL SCHOOL STARTS AGAIN 
USA: DECCA 9-30731 

SEPTEMBER 1958 

 
JOHNNY FERGUSON  
AFTERGLOW // WAITIN’ FOR THE 
SANDMAN 
USA: MGM K12789 MAY 1959 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JOHNNY FERGUSON  ANGELA 
JONES // BLUE SERGE AND 
WHITE LACE 
USA: MGM K12855 

DECEMBER 1959 
UK: MGM 45-MGM-1059 

MARCH 1960 [PICTURED] 
ALSO RELEASED IN 
AUSTRALIA, 
CANADA, GERMANY, 
NEW ZEALAND 

http://images.45cat.com/johnny-ferg-sad-sad-day-decca.jpg
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JOHNNY FERGUSON  FLUTTER 
FLUTTER // I UNDERSTAND JUST 
HOW YOU FEEL 
USA: MGM K12905 APRIL 1960 

ALSO RELEASED IN NEW 
ZEALAND 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JOHNNY FERGUSON  THE 
VALLEY OF LOVE // NO ONE CAN 
LOVE YOU (LIKE I DO) 
USA: MGM K12960 OCTOBER 1960 
UK: MGM 45-MGM-1119 1961 

ALSO RELEASED IN NEW 
ZEALAND 

 
THE ORIGINAL HITS OF EP 
JOHNNY FERGUSON ANGELA 
JONES 
UK: MGM MGM-EP-787 
 NOVEMBER 1964 

 

 
JOHN FERGUSON  THE BALLAD 
OF ATLANTA // DYING IN THE 
LIVING ROOM 
USA: SUGAR HILL SH-006 1970 
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VINYL VIC’S FORGOTTEN TEEN 
IDOLS – VOLUME 2 / JOHNNY 
FERGUSON MEETS KIRBY ST. 
ROMAIN LP 
JOHNNY FERGUSON CANDY 
LOVE / SAD SAD DAY / TIL 
SCHOOL STARTS AGAIN / LAST 
DATE / WAITIN FOR THE 
SANDMAN / AFTERGLOW / 
ANGELA JONES / BLUE SERGE 
AND WHITE LACE / I 
UNDERSTAND JUST HOW YOU 
FEEL / FLUTTER FLUTTER / NO 
ONE CAN LOVE YOU LIKE I DO / 
VALLEY OF LOVE 
USA: TRADITIONS ALIVE  

NO OTHER DETAILS 
AVAILABLE – PRESUMED 
TO BE A BOOTLEG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LOVESICK BLUES / GEMS FROM 
THE MGM VAULTS 3-CD DIGIPAK 
DISC 2: JOHNNY FERGUSON 
ANGELA JONES / DISC 3: NO ONE 
CAN LOVE YOU LIKE I DO* 
UK: ONE DAY MUSIC DAY3CD024 
 2013 

*POOR SOUND 
QUALITY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.45cat.com/record/rgm1011

